EPISODES   OF   THE   GREAT   WAR         [1917

with heavy clouds that promised rain before evening.
At twenty minutes past six a solitary gun broke the
silence. It was the signal, and from just north of the
Bapaume road to the hamlet of Gonnelieu in the
south a long line of tanks crept forward into the fog,
their commander, General Elles, leading them like
an admiral in his " flagship." Gas and smoke were
released everywhere from the Scarpe to St. Quentin,
and in front of the tanks a dense smoke barrage
blinded the enemy's guns. The British artillery
broke loose and deluged the German rear with shells,
while, behind the tanks, quietly and leisurely moved
the six divisions of assault. The enemy was taken
utterly unawares. The tanks cut great lanes in his
wire, broke up his machine-gun nests, and enfiladed
his trenches, while the British infantry followed to
complete the work. At once the outposts went, the
main Siegfried Line followed soon, and presently the
fighting was among the tunnels of the Reserve Line.
By half-past ten that also had vanished, and the
British troops, with cavalry close behind, were
advancing to their final objectives in open country.
The day closed with a remarkable record of success.
Sir Julian Byng had carried the outposts, the Sieg-
fried Line, and the Siegfried Reserve Line on most
of his front, and had broken into the final line at
Masnieres. He had won nearly all his objectives;
but at three points, and vital points, he had not
succeeded. He had not got Rumilly and Crevecceur,
and so had not yet obtained that defensive flank
which he needed for his swing to the north. Nor
had he won the crossings of the Scheldt canal, and
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